Chasm grows between rich and poor. Top hospital performers get stronger as weaker competitors stumble, new research indicates.
Although recent studies show hospital operating margins dropped 45% in the fourth quarter of 1998, compared with the year-ago period, a new analysis of industrywide financial ratios reveals that the "average" hospital may be less representative of the whole. Instead, a chasm is widening around the median, with strong hospitals getting stronger and weak hospitals showing further decline.